
6,249,600 is the estimated
number of words spoken at Congress.
Based on an average of 120 words spoken
per minute, over approximately 124
hours of debate in seven languages.

117 There are 117 support staff
working behind the scenes to make
Congress work. This includes 45 staff
from the ITF’s London office, 22 regional
office staff and a 50-strong team of
interpreters.

3,780,494 is the number of
individual transport workers represented
at Congress. They are represented by 630
delegates, including 98 women delegates,
and 566 advisers, from 333 unions in 109
different countries. At the 2006 Durban
Congress there were 653 delegates and
421 advisers.

10,300 copies of Congress Daily
News have been circulated among the
participants. Seven different issues were
published over eight days, six of them in
four languages.

45,032 For many participants,
attending Congress means embarking on
18 or even 24-hour journeys. This figure is
the estimated total number of hours
travelled to and from Congress.

272 is the number of newspaper
reports published about this Congress
around the world, up to midday
yesterday. This does not include the
extensive radio and TV coverage of
Congress. There were 30 accredited press
representatives who attended Congress.

DAILY NEWS
Twodelegates fromtheMaritimeUnionof
Australia, shop stewardToniaKerns andriver
keeper fromPortHackingFionaThomson, are
organisinga collection for the 44,000members of
theSMEelectricalworkers’union.Theywere
sacked inOctober last yearwhen the federal
government closeddown the state-ownedLFC
electricity-generating company.
Kerns andThompsonwereoutwalkingon

AvenidaReformawhen they cameacross the
SME’sprotest campbychance.
TheMUAduowere shockedwhen they found

outwhathadhappened to theworkers.TheSME
strongly opposesprivatisationofMexico’s energy
industries.AtLFC,police andmilitary forces
evacuated themat gunpoint andoccupiedall the
powerstations and substations.Theworkershad

refused to acceptpay-offs in return for
relinquishing their tradeunionmembership.
Yesterday,Kerns andThomsonaddressed

Congress andasked that all participants sign the
solidarity flag andcontribute to a collection to
help theworkers and their families to survive the
difficult struggle aheadof them.Adelegationwill
return to the camp tomorrow todeliver the flag
and themoney collected.
TheSMEhas fileda complaint against the

Mexicangovernment, arguing that thedecree to
close theLFCcompanyand sack its entire
workforce constitutes a violationof International
LabourOrganizationConventions 87and98.
Members of theSMEwill be joining the ITFon the
marchand rally for tradeunion rights inMexico
later today (see front page for details)..

www.i.congress2010.org

a Interna/onal Transport Workers’ Federa/on

What’s on today

No.7 Thursday 12 August 2010

In numbers

The2010
Congress

Shocked MUA duo organise help
for sacked electrical workers
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Closing plenary: Don Alberto,
9.30am-1pm.

Executive board meeting: Don
Diego 1 & 2, 11.30am-12.30pm.

Press conference: Don Diego 3 & 4,
1pm-2pm.

Demonstration in support of trade
union rights in Mexico: assemble
from 1.30pm outside the Hilton
Reforma for march at 2pm to a rally
in Zócalo square; ends 5pm.

Visit the ITF’s Congress website –
www.itfcongress2010.org – for all the
news and background to proceedings
in Mexico City, plus links to the
Congress blog and ITF Flickr and
YouTube sites.

Congress website

Congress blog

Visit the lively Congress blog at
www.itfglobal.org/congress2010blog/
Contributions and comments are
welcome. Email: anderson_jeremy
@itf.org.uk

ITF:uniting
theworld’s

transport
workers

ITF staff at Congress. See “117”.

�Peter Kennedy, Canadian Auto
Workers on climate change: “Our
members are ci0zens and have
families too – they are as
concerned about the
environment as everyone else.
There are tremendous job
opportuni0es in low carbon
industries. But green jobs are not
precarious – they are well-paid,
full 0me jobs.”

�Wayne Butson, Rail and
Mari/me Transport Union, New
Zealand, on the Organising
Globally programme: “This is
another plank that con0nues the
evolu0on of the ITF into a global
organisa0on. We must strengthen
the regions; we must bolster the
organising of the ITF.”

�Alex Gordon, RMT, Great
Britain, on interna/onal trade
union rights: “A series of
judgements in the European
Court of Human Rights are
diverging drama0cally from those
of the European Court of Jus0ce.
It’s important to drive a wedge
between the ECHR and the ECJ.
The ECJ is trying to turn back the
clock on workers’ rights.”

� Flemming Smidt, 3F, Denmark:
“We want your help to overcome
limits on industrial ac0on in
Europe. We cannot do it as
Europeans alone. The
consequences of the Viking, Laval,
Rüffert and Luxembourg cases
are viola0ons of interna0onal
labour conven0ons and trade
union rights. Interna0onal
solidarity is needed .”

�Nasser Younis, General Union
for Transport Workers,
Pales/ne: “Being and living
under Israeli occupa0on for 30
years is not an easy thing. We
should all act together to see
Pales0ne free from se1lements;
all rela0ons with the se1lements
should stop.”

� Tim Beaty, Teamsters, US:
“In the US, UPS and DHL respect
employees’ rights; Fedex does
not. They are spending millions
to oppose the rights of working
people in our country.”

�Robert Mashego, SATAWU,
South Africa: “People are
employed today and
unemployed tomorrow – there’s
no sustainability in the capitalist
system.”

What they said…
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Congressendstodaywith
delegatesconcludingthefinal
businessandawardinggoldbadges
to individualswhohaveservedthe
ITFwithgreatdistinction.The
executiveboardwillalsomeetto
electanewITFpresidentforthe
nextfouryears,beforeplacing its
recommendationbeforeCongress.

Thisafternoonwewillmarch
shouldertoshoulderwithMexican
workerstoshowsupport fortheir
fighttoachievebasicrightsto

democratic tradeunionismand
dignityatwork.

Most importantofall, thehope
ofdelegates is thatwewill leave
MexicoCity inunityandthatwe
willbedeterminedtoorganiseto
buildstrongunionsandact in
solidaritywithtransportworkers
aroundtheworld.

OurthankstoCongressDailyNews
photographers JoséGarcíaMorales,
SergioSalazarHernándezandMac
Urata,whotookthephotosabove.

Tonia Kerns (left) and Fiona Thomson sign the solidarity flag while collecting for the sacked SME workers.

Trade unionists in Mexico City
demonstrating against the federal
government in October last year.



criteria forelectingmembersof the
fairpracticescommittee.For thenext
Congress Iwould like toseemore
focuson thechallenges facing
Africanworkers.Manyofour
governmentsdonotsupport trade
unions.But it isdifficult for them
because theyare reliantonforeign
investmentandEuropeansdon’t like
unions.
Wehavesomanychallenges in

Africa.GettingworkforTanzanian
seafarers isbecomingveryhard.We
havebigcompanies likeMaerskand
MSCsailing inourwatersall the
time,but theydon’thaveevenone
Tanzanianseafareronboard.And
nowthere isaChinese-Tanzanian
shipping line,which isunder the
Tanzanianflag,butwithall-Chinese
crews.So therearebig issues for
Africanworkers.

MicaelaSol
Ruiz,SOMU
(Argentina)
This ismyfirst
timeat
Congressand
it’sbeena
fantastic
experiencefor
me. Iwasreally

happytobeelectedat theyoung
transportworkers’conferenceas the
repfor fisheries. I reallyenjoyed the
climatechangeconference.My
union isveryactiveonenvironmental
issues.Wehaveafoundationfor the
environment,a trainingshipandeven
aradioprogrammethatweuse to try
andeducateandraiseawareness
about theenvironment,especially
where it relates to fisheries.
Ialso reallyenjoyedmeeting

womenfromthemaritimeunionsat
thedinneronMondayevening. Itwas
really interesting talking towomen
delegates fromdifferentpartsof the
maritimeindustry: stevedores,
seafarers, everybody.Ourdelegation
– therearesixofushere–will takea
lotback toourunion.There isa lotof
informationwecansharewithour
colleaguesandmembers.Andwecan
tellourmembershowmuchrespect
theirunionhasonan international
stage,whichI thinkwillmake them
feelveryproud.

MaleneVolkers,Ver.di(Germany)
This ismyfirstCongress, so Iwasn’t
surewhat toexpect.But it’smadea
big impressiononme. I think the
OrganisingGloballyworkshopswere
particularlygoodforbringingpeople
togetherandchallenging themto
thinkbeyondtheirownsituations.

Whenweareat
homewehave
ourown
interestsand
concerns,but
theworkshops
giveusan
opportunity to
breakdownthe
barriers. It’s
givenmea

reallygoodfeelingactually.Forme
thesituationwithUPSinTurkey is
really important.Weabsolutelymust
supportTÜMTISin their struggle to
winunionrecognition.Wehavea
presenceatUPSinGermanybut it
couldbebetter. Ifwe toleratewhat is
happening inTurkey, thenwherewill
that leave therestofus? I think the
Congresshasbeenverywell
prepared. It’sperhapsnot theeasiest
place tohold it,but it’svery important
that the ITFshowsthat it isa truly
globalorganisation.Wehaveheard
about thedismalsituationfor trade
unionrights inMexico, so it’s
important thatwemakeareal
statement that the ITFsupports
Mexican tradeunionists.

TaihakuYamamoto,Japan
FederationofAviationIndustry
Unions(KokuRengo)
Icameto thisCongress toexpressmy
appreciation to themanyITFunions
whohavebeensupportingus.Our
union is inaverydifficult situationat
themoment following theJapan
Airlinesbankruptcy inJanuary.The
airline is still running. It isnegotiating
arehabilitationdealwith the
government.Wearepartof the
processandIwillbeable togoback
toJapanandtellourmembers thatwe
havea lotofsupport fromaviation
unionsallover theworld, from
unions incountries likeAustralia,
Nigeria,Brazil andArgentina.
OfcourseMexicana is inavery

similar situation– theunionshere
haveour full supportaswell.The
discussionabout lowcostcarriershas
alsostruckachord.Wehavea
numberofnewairlines inour region.
Weorganisedworkersatoneof them,
AirDo, fouryearsago.But there is
stillmorework todo.

The following is a summary of the resolu!onsagreed
yesterday by Congress.For the full text, refer to the official
Congress documenta!on.

�Responding to climate change: Sets outa new policy for the
ITF which addresses climatechange,calls for the development
of sustainabletransport measures and underlines the need for
democra0c controlof the economy,whilst rejec0ng increased
unemploymentand theunderminingof transportworkers’
wages and condi0ons;also calls foran in-depth study on the
impact of climatechangepolicies on transport employment.

�Reducing carbon emissions fromthe roadtransport
sector: Calls foran interna0onalagreementon climate change
as wellasstrategies to promotefuel-efficient driving,
maintenanceand service techniques,promo0on of upgrades
to vehicles,and training.

� Trade unionunifica/onandna/onal coordina/ng
commi0ees: Calls forclosercoopera0on between transport
unions includingtheforma0on and strengtheningof na0onal
coordina0ngcommi1ees and foran ac0verole for the ITF in
fosteringcoordina0on.

� ITFregionaland subregional organisa/on: Emphasises the
importanceof ITF regionalprogrammes,policies and
structures and lays down a plan forregionalac0vity.

�Communica/ons: Calls fora report on howunionsareusing
new communica0on toolsand calls for theuseof new
technologyto allow unionsto par0cipate in the ITF to an
improved and greaterdegree.

� Encouraging ITFaffiliates and office holders: Calls for the
compila0on and dissemina0on of best prac0ceexperiences,
and for theexecu0veboard to examinea systemto encourage
union organisingand membercommunica0on.

�Organising Globallyprogramme: Calls for the ongoing
development of theOrganisingGloballyprogrammevia
planning, monitoring, delivery and evalua0on carried outby
thestrategic coordina0on team.

�Young transport workers: Lays down a programmeof
increased ac0vity foryoung people in the ITF and calls for
amendments to the ITF cons0tu0on to createa young
workers’ commi1eeand conference;cons0tu0onal
amendments implementthesedecisions.

�Rejec/onof all forms of violence, femicide and viola/on
of human rights, and support for the labour unions of the
workers in Mexico: Deplores the situa0on forwomen workers
in Mexico and calls fora statement to be issued to president
Calderón Hinojosademandingthat basic workers’ rights and
genderrights berespected.

�Workers’ rights inMexico: Rejects thesystemof protec0on
agreements, recognises the ongoingworkbythe ITF in the
offshoresector to defend workers’ rights andbyother global
unions across Mexico’s industries,andcalls for lobbyingof
Mexican poli0cians as wellas the launchingof an interna0onal
campaign to end theabuseof workers’ rights.

�Working for interna/onal trade unionrights: Focuses on
theneed to reverse judgements of the European Courtof
Jus0ce which have a1ackedthemost fundamental trade
union rights,and calls forprovisions in theEuropean
Conven0on on Human Rights to bebindingupon the ECJ;

supports thecampaign bytheRMT Great Britain on this issue.

�Mo/onto take aunitedstandagainst the infringementof
trade unionrights: Calls fora robust ITF frameworkof global
solidarity to providesupport forworkers and unions under
a1ackfrom theauthori0es,and to ensuretheycan exercise
their tradeunion rights.

�Pales/ne: Calls foran interna0onalcampaign of solidarity
with thePales0nian peoplebythe ITF and allaffiliates and
supports humanitarian efforts to assist thepeopleof Gaza,
while recognising Israel’s right to exist alongsidean
independent,viablePales0nian state.

�Responding to globalisa/ona er the globalfinancial
crisis: Lays down a programme of ac0vity for the ITF within the
globalunions’group to respond to WTO developments, to
challengethe interna0onalfinancial ins0tu0ons,address
globalisa0on and defend therolethat transport plays in the
public interest.

� Trade unionresponse to transport priva/sa/onand
liberalisa/on: Analyses thenega0veeffects of liberalisa0on
and calls on the ITF to circulateregular informa0on on
priva0sa0on and on successes in retainingpublic ownership;
welcomes ITF strategies in themari0me industrywhilst calling
forenhanced trainingand employment opportuni0es for
developed economyra0ngs.`

�Capitalismincrisis: Calls formeasures to boost the
economythat would put peoplefirst; includingbankingand
financial sector restructuring,public controland
accountability in transport, housing, socialprovision,energy,
as wellas investment in green jobs.

�Globalsocial minimumstandards: Calls for ITF campaigns
forpermanent socialminimum standards forunprotected
workers, contract workers and thoseworkingfor labour
agencies via the implementa0on of socialprotec0on
measures, including interna0onal frameworkagreements and
corporatesocial responsibility instruments.

� Transporta/onsafety andan/-terrorism: Condemns
terrorist a1acks on transport and calls forpropor0onate
measures to improvetransport safety as wellas to guarantee
civil and human rights.

� Transport infrastructure: Calls for investment in be1er
transport infrastructure, integrated in both freight and
passengerareasand employinga cross-modalapproach;
suggests new financingmeasures to deliver improvements.

� Life/healthsafety inthe workplace is the employers’
obliga/onand responsibility: Condemns inadequate
transport safetyand irresponsibleemployers,appealingto
governments to improvesafety monitoring, safety standards
and workerrehabilita0on.

�Globaldelivery network: Lays down a programmefor
the ITF’s globaldeliverywork includingorganising,
communica0ons, research and strategic campaigningas well
as encouragingongoingcoordina0on with UNI.

�Malvinas/Falkland Islands: Urges the ITF execu0ve board
to approach theUNsecretarygeneralaskingforhis
interven0on to help resolvethis sovereigntydispute in the
South Atlan0c.

�Venezuela: Supports theadvances in democracyand social
progress in Venezuela and thecountry’s right to determine its
futurefreefrom foreign interference.

Make those bags lighter, urge
civil aviation unions

With Congress
delegates beginning
to pack for trips
home or to other
destinations, civil
aviation unions are
urging support for the

joint campaign by the European
Transport Workers’ Federation and
the ITF to limit baggage weights on
airline journeys. Campaigners point
out that heavy loads cause injury to
check-in staff and baggage handlers.
Routinely they have to load them
while working on their knees because
conditions on aircraft are cramped.
Unlike in other industries, there are no
weight limits for airlines. This means
that baggage handlers may be more
likely to be injured than other
workers. Packing too much can hurt a
passenger’s wallet too. Most airlines
charge extra for luggage over 23kg.
But there is no standard fee for excess
baggage weight, so they can charge
what they like. And it hurts the
environment: lighter baggage means
lighter planes, lower fuel
consumption and fewer carbon
emissions.
See: www.packless.org

Bus driver training in Ghana is
a breakthrough for women
News has emerged at Congress of an
initiative in Ghana that puts equal
opportunities firmly on the agenda in
the road transport sector. A driver
training programme for women is
being jointly run by the General
Transport, Petroleum and Chemical
Workers’ Union (GTPCHWU) and
transport company Metro Mass
Transit. The six-month bus driver
training programme took place in
Accra in Ghana and Abidjan in the
Ivory Coast. Twenty-four women
successfully completed the course in
June and all the women are now
working as bus drivers. Congress

delegate Emmanuel Mensah, from the
GTPCHWU, said: “We gave the women
encouragement and we supported
Metro Mass Transit. The women’s
male counterparts dominate bus
driving. We are trying to promote
equality. The company employs a lot
of women in ticketing and as bus
conductors; we realised that their
skills should be developed to the next
level – handling a bus.”

Evaluating Congress
Don’t forget to fill out an ITF Congress
evaluation form in which you can give
feedback on how Congress was
structured and organised – and what
you thought of the various parts of the
past 10 days. Forms will be handed out
today or they can be picked up from
the document tables in the Don
Alberto lobby. Return completed
forms to the information desk, also in
the Don Alberto lobby. This is the
second time that a Congress
evaluation exercise has been carried
out. It was as a result of comments
made at the end of the 2006 Congress
in Durban that the audio-visual
elements and panel discussion were
incorporated into the proceedings of
this Congress.

From the Congress blog…
Abdulgani Serang, national secretary
of the National Union of Seafarers of
India, writes: Whenwe heard about
disputes with British Airways, Air
France and Jet Airways, we
immediately contacted ourmembers
and asked them to avoid flying with
those airlines. It certainly hit the
headlines. At half past midnight I sent
an SMSmessage to the press. By 9am
the story was being reported by 50
different websites. Jet Airways and Air
France in India panicked and rushed
back to the negotiating table. Our
members came out in droves to show
support with BA cabin crew. They wore
t-shirts and Gandhi-style caps and
congregated atMumbai airport to
greet strike-breakers
– For more Congress blogs, see www.
itfglobal.org/congress2010blog

In brief

EdWatt,TransportWorkers’Union
ofAmerica(US)

It’sbeengreat to
seesomany
delegates
attending the
conferences.As
directorofhealth
andsafety formy
union, I’vebeen
toasmany

meetingsas Ican:urban transport,
rail, roadandwomen’sconference.
Butonemajorhighlighthasbeen

thediscussionswe’vehadonhealth
andsafety.There isactuallyaproud
tradition in theITFof internationally
co-ordinatedstudiesofhealthand
safety.Oneof these led to the
recognitionofpsycho-social
stressors.Yousawhowreal this
problemis todaywhenashopsteward
jumpedout thedoorwith theplane
stillon the tarmac. I thinkhe’d
probably justhadenough. It’san
honour tobestartingup thiswork
again. In road transportwearegoing
tobuildan internationaldatabaseof
healthandsafety research,bringing
togetheracademicsandunion
experts. Ihadaverypositive response
fromotherunions.
Withhealthandsafety it’seasy

sometimes: it’san issueforeveryone.
I’mreally lookingforward togetting
startedon thisworkwhenIgetback.

MchafuChakoma,Tanzania
Seafarers’Union
Congressdemonstrates thatas
workerswehave toshowsolidarity
acrossborders. I think it’svery
important thatwebackeachother.We
haveheardabout theproblemsin
CostaRica, thecaseofOsanloo in
Iranand thedifficultieshere in
Mexico.Wemustsupporteachother.
This ismyfirstCongress,but I’ve

been toseafarers’sectionmeetings
beforeand it’snot thatdifferent really,
althoughitwouldbegoodtohave
moreeducationonsomeof the
protocols, forexamplewith the
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Graduates of the jointly union-run training scheme for bus drivers in Ghana.
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Delegates look back
and give their thoughts
on Congress.


